Heyn 2

Text: Mark 9:30-37
Who Is the Greatest Among Us?

I. Each thinks of himself as the greatest, to be served by others.

II. There is One who demonstrated true greatness, by serving all.

III. The greatest honor is to serve—by proclaiming His name.

"This is the legend of Cassius Clay, 
The most beautiful fighter in the world today.
He talks a great deal, and brags indeed-y, 
of a muscular punch that's incredibly speed-y.”
These are the opening lyrics to a rhyme by Cassius Clay, better known as Muhammad Ali. He’s also known by the nicknames The Louisville Lip, The People’s Champion, and…. “The Greatest.” That’s how the poem that I started a minute ago ends. With the words, “I AM THE GREATEST.” Was he? Well, maybe in boxing at that time. But it was 15 minutes of fame. What does it matter for him in the big picture? Nothing.

This morning we look at who is the greatest among us, and here we are looking at the big picture of existence. We’ll see that each person wants to be the greatest, to be served by others. But that there is just One who demonstrated true greatness, by serving all. The greatest honor is to serve. And the greatest way we can do that is by proclaiming the name of that One who served the world: Jesus Christ. 

I. [Each thinks of himself as the greatest, to be served by others.] The Greatest. Everyone wants to be it, and it has always been that way. I want to start with us today and then trace this sin back to its roots. Kids, you always want to be the first one picked at recess when they’re picking teams for a sport, don’t you? I know I did; I’ve been there. Those of us who are a little older, we always want to be the one selected at work for a promotion, or for a special award. And when it’s time for retirement, it’s easy to think that the world owes me something for the hard work in my life, and they should all listen to me as the greatest. There’s a natural human desire to be, not only an IP (an important person), but a VIP (a very important person). 

Part of the reason is that the world likes people who are very important and the greatest. Look at how much time we waste in our lives hearing about the lives of celebrities like Prince William and Kate, or Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes. All because these people are “great”. Look at Muhammad Ali. He proclaimed himself to be the greatest and people loved him. He was crowned “Sportsman of the Century” by SI in 1999 and “Sports Personality of the Century” by BBC. It’s a natural human desire to be the greatest and have others look up to us. It’s nothing new. 

We see it 2000 years ago amongst Jesus’ very disciples. We first read that Jesus was teaching His disciples that He was going to be betrayed and killed. So He’s discussing these horrible future events and what do they end up arguing about? Which of them is the greatest! How sick is that! But the roots of this desire to be the greatest go back even further. 
We saw Aaron and Miriam trying to be the greatest in the Old Testament lesson. Going back further, we see it when Satan first tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden. That’s what we looked at in Bible Class this morning. “Don’t you want to be like God? Knowing good and evil?” And Eve fell. Because she wanted to be just like God. The Greatest.
But the root of this sin is actually even earlier than Adam and Eve. How did the devil fall? In Paul’s 1st letter to Timothy, he writes, that “an overseer must…. Not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.”
 So we know that conceit, or pride, is what motivated the devil’s first or primary sin. And isn’t conceit the desire to be the greatest? Satan wanted to be “The Greatest.” This sin starts with Satan. 
Now please note that I’m not saying it’s a sin to desire to do or be good. But we have to be extremely careful about it, because our hearts tend to take it too far. And it’s far too easy for us to make ourselves into gods. And then we’re breaking the very first commandment: You shall have no other gods. We’ve all done it. Because the one thing we are the greatest at is being sinners. “Chief of sinner though I be.” 
II. [There is One who demonstrated true greatness, by serving all.] But now let’s look at the next line, about the One who demonstrated true greatness by serving all. “Jesus shed His blood for me”. Jesus shows a little child to the disciples. One who is pretty insignificant in the eyes of the world. One who generally looks up to others (although we’ve lost some of that in today’s indulgent culture). That humble, child-like spirit is what makes one truly great. And so let’s look at the One who is truly great. The One who, at the start of today’s gospel text, was predicting the fact that He would be betrayed and killed.
We know Him by many names: Almighty God, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, King of Kings. He does sound pretty great, doesn’t He? And yet if He’s just the King of Kings up there in heaven, then he’s truly magnificent, but He’s not great as far as we’re concerned. What makes Him “The Greatest,” as far as we’re concerned, is that He descended from His heavenly throne to humble Himself and actually become one of us. It’s like one of us becoming a cockroach to save the whole cockroach race. He could have stayed at His heavenly Throne and gone through no pain or grief at all. But He did. For us. Because in order to be the greatest, He had to first be the Suffering Servant. Want to see someone who does not appear to be the greatest? Look at Jesus here. He surrendered to a mob, He was silent before Pilate, He allowed himself to be nailed to a cross, to be mocked, and to die. That’s no symbol of greatness. Or is it?

Because of what He has done, we are now ALL sons and daughters of the King, through faith in Him. We have not been the greatest, but through faith in Him we are perfect in God’s eyes. What could be greater than this? Well, only the One who made us perfect. Jesus Christ and the sacrifice He made for us are the epitome of greatness because they are the epitome of loving service.
And so, knowing what Christ has done for us, what is the greatest thing we can do? As James said in our Epistle lesson this morning, let the man or woman of faith “show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.” Jesus is a little stronger with the way He says it. “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
III. [The greatest honor is to serve—by proclaiming His name.] Christ didn’t redeem us to just live as we please. He redeemed us to serve others and to serve Him. Like we’ve been saying in Bible Class and Confirmation the last few weeks, God gives us laws so that we can praise and worship Him with our lives. Let’s look at how we can do this.
It starts by being ready to serve all people. Just like Christ did. He didn’t die just for the kids, just the adults, or just those close to death. He didn’t die just for the sins of the people He liked. He died for the sins of the world. Even people that the world, in general, hates, such as Hitler and Bin Laden. Jesus even died for them. And so how could we ever have a requirement as far as who we’re going to serve in love? Especially when Jesus says that serving those who sometimes seem insignificant is serving God Himself. 
So how can we do this? Well there are countless ways we can serve others in love, just in our interactions with others at work or at school. We are kind to our co-workers and classmates, especially those that others look down upon. We help with even the most trifling tasks, such as cleaning. Christ never considered Himself too great to do anything. How could I ever say that I’m too important to do something? 

There are ways we can more directly serve God here at church as well. There are all kinds of sign-up sheets at the usher’s table back there and most of them are far too empty. God gives us the chance to serve Him in so many ways right here at Peace. By cleaning the church for a month, or by bringing some snacks for fellowship here. Maybe we do it by serving as a Sunday School teacher, or volunteering with a project that the church has, like our upcoming rummage sale. 

I, personally, am trying to figure out ways that we, as a church, can serve in the community. Ways that we can show random acts of kindness to the high school next door. One idea I had is that on really hot days, some of us might be able to just make up some lemonade and hand it out to students who are biking past us, or maybe to the parents in the cars that are jammed up at the entrance here. It’s a thought. Please let me know of any thoughts you have! Because, as those who are saved, we’re called to humbly serve others in love. When we’re doing this, we’re serving God.
But the greatest way that we can serve others is by sharing with them the news of our Savior Jesus Christ. With little children? Yes with little children. And yes, the children here can share the news of Jesus with your friends. They are souls who need saving, too. Do we share the Gospel with those in their 20s, 30s, and 40s? Those people that often think they’re the greatest? Yes, we can and must share Christ’s love with them as well. With the elderly, retired, and dying? Of course. Most definitely. We can read the Bible with others, offer to pray for them, invite them to church. The greatest way we can serve others is by connecting them with the One who showed them the greatest love: Jesus Christ.  
So who is the greatest among us? It’s the One we can’t visibly see. But the One who is with us every day of our lives. Strengthening us through the faith we have in Him. We know how great He is because of the fact that He conquered Satan and all Satan’s powers on the cross. He conquered death by rising from it three days later. He rules as the King of Kings in heaven above. But most importantly, He showed us the ultimate love by humbling Himself to become of us and by giving His life on the cross. What great joy our salvation gives us! And what an example it is for us. Dear fellow redeemed in Christ, give yourself to others in love. The most important way? Tell them of His love. His amazing, sacrificial love for the world. Tell others, and then live in the hope and joy of that love yourselves. Amen. 
� 1 Timothy 3:2-7.





